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To  the  Denholme  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  for  your  consideration 
my  Annual  Report  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  condition  of 
your  District  along  with  the  vital  statistics  for  the  year  ending 
31st  December,  1933. 


SECTION  A.- STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL 

CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 
Area  of  the  District —2536  acres 
Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  resident  population  1933 — 2610 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  end  of  1933 

according  to  Rate  books  —867 

Rateable  value — £13128. 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate — £49  Cs.  7d 

Social  Conditions.  The  population  is  almost  entirely 
composed  of  the  well-to-do  and  thrifty  artizan  class,  engaged 
in  the  woollen  mills,  stone  quarries,  agricultural  and  dairy 
farms  of  the  district  ; a large  number  travel  to  the  neigh- 
bouring towns  and  are  employed  as  wool-sorters,  warehouse- 
men, and  in  the  engineering  trades. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Total  Males  . Females 

Live  J Legitimate  29  20  9 

Births  1 Illegitimate  0 0 0 

Birth  Rate  per  1000  of  estimated  resident  population — 

Still  Births  ..  Nil 

Rate  per  1000  total  (live  and  still  births) — 11*1 

Deaths.  Total  42.  Males  21.  Females  21. 

Death  Rate  per  1000  of  estimated  resident  population  161 
Deaths  from  puerperal  causes — nil. 

Death-rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  : 

(all  infants  per  1000  live  births)  ...  103  4 

Legitimate  infants  per  1000  legitimate  live  births  103  4 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1000  illegitimate  live  births,  nil 


A Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  nil 

,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  nil 

,,  Diarrhoea  (under  two  yearB  of  age)  nil 

The  Birth  and  Death  rates  compared  with  those  of  last 
year  and  with  the  average  rates  for  England  and  Wales  are 
shown  in  the  following  table  : 


Birth  rate 
Death  rate 
Infantile  Mortality 


1933 

1932 

11.1 

9-9 

161 

14-8 

103-4 

76 

England  & Wales 
14-4 
12-3 
64 


The  following  Table  showB  the  ages  at  death. 


Under 

1 year 

1 

and  under 
5 

5 

and  under 
15 

15 

and  under 
25 

25 

and  under 
65 

65 

and  over 

3 

0 

1 

1 

19 

18 

SECTION  B.— GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH 

SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA. 

Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority.  These  consist  of 
a part-time  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  a Sanitary  Inspector 
who  is  also  Surveyor.  These  are  supplemented  by  the  School 
Medical  Officers,  Health  Visitors,  and  Veterinary  Officers  of 
the  W7e8t  Riding  County  Council. 

All  arrangements  for  Hospital  treatment,  whether  for 
Fever,  Small  Pox,  Tuberculosis  or  Maternity  cases  remain  the 
same  as  in  1932. 

Provision  for  ambulance  facilities  is  satisfactory. 


SECTION  C.— SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES 

OF  THE  AREA 

(i)  W'ater.  The  district  has  an  abundant  supply  of 
excellent  drinking  water  ; almost  all  the  houses  have  a piped 
supply  from  either  the  Thornton  moor  reservoir  of  the 
Bradford  Corporation  or  that  of  Messrs.  W.  & H.  Foster,  Ltd. 
Some  of  the  outlying  parts  of  the  district  still  have  to  depend 
on  springs  and  wells,  which  give  a good  supply,  however,  of 
pure  water. 

(li)  Drainage  and  Sewerage.  Since  the  completion  of 
the  sewage  disposal  works  at  the  north  end  of  the  district, 
practically  all  the  dwelling  houses  in  that  area  are  now  within 
reach  of  the  main  sewer  leading  to  these  works.  Only  the 
southern  end  of  the  district  requires  sewering  and  a means  of 
sewage  disposal. 


Rivers  and  Streams.  There  is  one  small  stream  ru^Bng 
through  the  district,  and  it  is  mostly  formed  by  the  overflow 
from  the  reservoirs ; it  is  comparatively  free  from  pollution. 


Closet  Accommodation. 

1933 

1932 

1931 

Privies  with  oovered  middens 

113 

116 

181 

,,  open  middens 

9 

10 

10 

Pail  or  Tub  Closets 

29 

28 

28 

Waste  Water  Closets 

31 

32 

32 

Water  Closets 

661 

641 

540 

Chemical  Closets 

2 

2 

2 

Public  Cleansing.  The  Scavenging 

of  the 

district  is 

carried  out  by  the  Council’s  staff  in  a satisfactory  manner.  A 
covered-in  dust  cart  iB  used  for  collecting  house  refuse  and 
ashes,  and  conveying  same  to  the  tips.  1360  loads  have  been 
disposed  of  at  the  tips  at  a cost,  for  the  year,  of  £317. 

Number  of  ash-bins  519.  Number  of  ashpits  is  decreasing. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area.  The  following  is 
a tabular  statement  of  the  inspections  made  by  the  Sanitary 


Inspector : 

Inspection  for  nuisances  in  1933  978 

Nuisances  found  in  1933  ...  39 

,,  in  hand  at  end  of  1932  6 

Total  needing  abatement  45 

Nuisances  abated  during  1933  42 

,,  outstanding  at  end  of  1933  3 

Informal  notices  served  ...  25 

,,  ,,  complied  with  25 

Statutory  notices  served  ...  nil 

Summonses  or  other  legal  proceedings  nil 


Smoke  Abatement.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  from  time 
to  time  takes  observations,  but  no  action  has  been  found 
necessary. 

Factories  and  Workshops.  There  are  6 factories  and  12 
workshops, including  3 bakehouses, in  the  district,  all  of  which 
have  been  inspected  at  intervals,  and  have  been  found  to  be 
in  a satisfactory  condition. 

Offensive  Trades.  There  is  only  one  in  the  district ; 
it  is  a knacker's  yard,  where  bone  boiling  is  carried  on,  and  it 
has  been  inspected  frequently  and  found  in  a satisfactory 
condition. 


There  is  one  van-dwelling,  but  no  cellar-dwellings  or 
rodging-houses  in  the  district. 

There  is  no  satisfactory  mortuary  for  the  housing  of  the 
dead  ; at  present  the  only  accommodation  is  in  a shed,  which 
is  without  water  supply,  and  which  houses  the  snow-plough 
and  other  roadway  conveyances. 

Schools.  There  is  one  public  elementary  school  in  the 
district,  a substantial  stone  building,  well  lighted  and  ven- 
tilated, with  a plentiful  water  supply  ; it  has  been  visited 
on  many  occasions,  and  found  to  be  kept  in  a clean  and  sat- 
isfactory condition. 

On  acoouut  of  an  epidemic  of  mild  Influenza  closing  of 
the  school  became  necessary  from  January  30th  to  February 
6th  : a marked  improvement  in  attendance  resulted. 

During  Health  Week  a talk  on  health  matters  was  given 
to  the  scholars  by  the  late  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  the 
subject  was  also  given  wide  publicity  by  means  of  posters  and 
literature,  published  by  the  National  Health  and  Cleanliness 
Council  were  posted  up  in  the  village,  and  distributed  in  the 
school  and  throughout  the  district.  A Health  film  was  also 
exhibited  in  the  Mechanics’  Hall  and  attracted  large  audiences 


SECTION  D.- HOUSING. 

Tho  total  number  of  houses  in  the  district  is  883,  of  which 
about  90  per  cent  are  of  the  working-class  type.  The  total 
number  of  inhabited  houses,  according  to  the  rate  books  at  the 
end  of  1933  wa6  867. 

There  is  a need  for  more  modern  or  up-to-date  wrorking- 
class  dwellings,  for  very  little  development  has  taken  place 
during  the  last  30  years,  less  than  60  houses  having  been 
erected  during  this  period.  Many  houses  lack  separate 
approach  to  each  bedroom,  and  suffer  from  the  absence  of 
proper  food  storage  accommodation. 

There  are  417  blind-back  houses,  and  240  back-to-back 
houses  in  the  district. 


Housing  Statistics. 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year  : 

1 (i)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 
for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  . 
Housing  Acts) 


34 


(ii)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (inoluded  under 

sub-head  (i)  above)  which  were  inspected  ^ 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consol- 
idated Regulations,  1925  and  1932  ...  21 

(iiij  Total  number  of  inspections  made  ...  34 

(iv)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  needing 

further  action  ..  ...  25 

(a)  Number  considered  to  be  in  a state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to 

be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  16 

( b ) Number  (excluding  those  in  sub-head  (a) 

above)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  9 

II.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 

formal  notices  : 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by 
the  Local  Authority  or  their  officers  ...  9 

III.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year  : 

(a)  Proceedings  under  sections  17,  18  and  23 

of  the  Housing  Act,  1930  : 

1 Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notioes  were  served  requiring  repairs  Nil 

2 Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 

rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  Nil 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

1 Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring 

defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  Nil 

2 Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which 

defects  were  remedied  after  service  of 
formal  notices : ...  ...  Nil 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 

(c)  Proceedings  under  sections  19  and  21  of 

the  Housing  Act,  1930  : 

1 Number  of  representations  etc.  made  in 

respect  of  dwelling-houses  unfit  for  habitation  9 


2 Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  Nil 

3 Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished 

in  pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  Nil 

4 Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  undertakings  were  accepted  from 
owners,  Section  19  (2)  ...  1 

(a)  to  render  houses  fit  for  human 

habitation  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  as  to  usage  other  than  human 

habitation  ...  ...  1 


( d ) Proceedings  under  Section  20  of  the  Housing  Act, 1930  : 

1 Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 

ground rooms  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  Nil 

2 Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 

ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  were 

determined,  the  tenement  or  room 

having  been  rendered  fit  ...  Nil 

(e)  Outstanding  houses  dealt  with  during  1933,  under  the 


Housing  Act,  iy25  : 

1 Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Closing  Orders  were  outstanding  Nil 

2 Number  of  above  houses  in  respect  of 

which  Closing  Orders  were  determined, 

the  dwelling-houses  having  been  made  fit  Nil 

3 Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  Nil 

4 Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  Nil 


IY.  Unhealthy  Areas  : 

Nos.  1,  2,  and  3,  Low  Clough,  and  nos.  11,  12,  13,  and 
14,  Low  Fold,  were  declared  Clearance  Areas  under 
part  I of  the  Housing  Act,  1930,  but  were  not 
approved  by  the  Council  until  1st  January,  1934. 
Twenty-six  persons  are  to  be  displaced  and  rehoused 

V.  Ten  new  houses  were  erected  during  1933  by  private 
enterprise  and  without  State  aid  : these  houses  are  of 
stone  and  are  well  built. 


SECTION  E.— INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION 

OF  FOOD. 

(a)  Milk  Supply.  There  ar9  61  cowsheds  in  the  district 
with  an  average  number  of  442  cows.  The  number  of  separ- 
ate cowkeepers  is  29,  the  number  of  registered  milk  sellers  is 
12,  and  of  wholesale  traders  17.  The  cowsheds  and  the  cows 
are  frequently  inspected  both  by  the  Sanitary  Officer  and  by 
the  County  A7eterinary  Officer.  The  cleanliness  of  the  cows 
and  the  milking  utensils,  as  well  as  the  cowsheds,  upon  the 
whole  is  satisfactory,  and  is  certainly  improving  year  by  year. 

( b ) Meat  and  other  Foods.  There  are  4 private 
slaughter-houses  in  the  district,  of  which  3 are  licenced  and 
1 is  registered. 

(c)  Bakehouses.  There  are  3 in  the  district,  and  they 
have  been  found  to  be  in  a satisfactory  condition  on  inspection 


SECTION  F.  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

The  only  notifiable  Infectious  Diseases  occurring  during 
the  year  were  2 cases  of  Diphtheria,  1 of  Puerperal  Pyrexia, 
1 of  Erysipelas  ; and  of  these  1 case  of  Diphtheria  was 
removed  to  Hospital.  No  cases  of  Small-Pox,  Scarlet  Fever, 
Enteric  Fever,  Puerperal  Fever,  or  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
occurred  during  the  year. 

Tuberculosis.  There  was  only  one  primary  notification 
of  the  Pulmonary  form. 

I append  Tables  C.  and  D.  and  Form  572. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  W.  N.  BLACKMORE, 

M.B.,  Ch.B.  (Edin.) 


